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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, December 17, 2014 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM, Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald.   
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 
    Kenneth Brettschneider 
    Andrea Eisenberg     

Joshua Heinz 
Tatiana Olferiev 

     
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  Rob Melillo, Assistant Building Inspector 
     
Staff Absent:  John Landi, Building Inspector 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
1.       Christopher Belheumer    Case #ARB14-10 

      42 Mountain Avenue    Addition-renovations 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549     

 
Chairman MacDonald called 42 Mountain Avenue.  Christopher Belheumer, property owner, 
appeared before the Board.   
 
Mr. Belheumer explained that he had been before the Board several months before for a 
sunroom addition to his house.  He is back before the Board with a three changes to his 
approval.  He said the first page of his presentation was what the Board had approved the 
last time he appeared.  The first change is he would like to preserve the existing porch roof 
and keep it pitched rather than change it to a flat room.  New roofing materials would 
match the existing.  It has a building in copper Yankee gutter that he is keeping as well.   
 
Mr. Belheumer said the second change is he would like to add a railing over the addition.  
His primary concern is safety.  It is a flat rubber roof membrane and it is very slippery and 
if he has to shovel snow off of it, he wants some protection.  Chairman MacDonald asked if 
the railing wraps around the corner.  Mr. Belheumer said it wraps around the whole 
perimeter of the addition.  He feels it improves the design and matches it back to the porch 
detail.  Chairman MacDonald asked how Mr. Belheumer is going to deal with the pitched roof 
versus the flat roof.  Mr. Belheumer said he will carry the railing back to the white trim 
board.  The post will narrow back.  Mr. Belheumer showed the Board a photo on his phone 
to explain how it would tie togther. 
 
Mr. Belheumer said third change he is proposing is he would like to use a chimney pot from 
the Victorian era.  It would give him some height on the chimney without giving mass to it.  
He said the higher you go with the chimney, the less it is going to smoke.  He’d like to get 
the smoke as high as he can without getting near windows in an ornamental way.  Ken 
Brettschneider asked what is the finish on the chimney pot.  Mr. Belheumer pointed to the 
detail in the photograph.  Tatiana Olferiev asked if Mr. Belheumer would be using a chimney 
pot for his 2nd chimney. Mr. Belheumer said that chimney has a flue extension with a cap 
that’s made of copper.   
 
Josh Heinz asked about the detail on the railing.  Mr. Belheumer said it is going to be the 
same as the existing railing.  Josh Heinz asked what is the material of the railing.  Mr. 
Belheumer said he would be using painted cedar. 
  
MOTION: 
 
Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the changes as presented.  Ken 
Brettschneider seconded the motion.  All ayes.  
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Bank of America     Case #ARB14-36 

29.5-37 So. Moger Avenue   Storefront change 
Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
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Chairman MacDonald called Bank of America.  Mr. Matt Richie, The Horton Group, and an 
architect (name inaudible) for IA Interiors appeared before the Board. 
 
The architect explained that they are making ADA compliant changes to the ATM vestibule 
at the Bank of America.  They are required to be opened 24 hours and be ADA compliant.  
He said the current doorway is not compliant.  Chairman MacDonald asked where the 
vestibule is closed off at night.  The architect explained at nighttime the vestibule is closed 
with a sliding glass door.  That will not be changing.  He said they are enlarging the existing 
doorway with the required clearance.  They have to set back a portion of wall and open it up 
more.  The entrance is currently angled.  Chairman MacDonald said the rendering looks like 
there is more masonry on one side and the green column seems lost in the module.  He said 
he’s concerned about losing the rhythm in the façade and there should be a way to 
incorporate the column. 
 
The Board reviewed the renderings and photographs of the existing façade. It was 
determined that the renderings were incorrect and the column would be remaining with 
glass behind it.  Chairman MacDonald said that would keep the rhythm.  He told the 
applicants that they would need to update their drawings to show the correct elevation 
changes.  He asked if they were putting in lights.  The architect said they lights are existing 
and they are not touching anything else.  Ken Brettschneider asked if there were any other 
changes to the exterior.  The architect said there were not. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to accept the renovations for Bank of America 
as proposed with the exception of keeping the round column and glass panel 
behind it and that the applicant submits revised drawings to show that.  Andrea 
Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
2. Chuck & Lisa Morgan    Case #ARB14-34 
 21-27 Ward Avenue    New single-family    
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    residence 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Chuck and Lisa Morgan.  Chuck and Lisa Morgan, property 
owners, appeared before the Board.  Chairman MacDonald asked them to walk the Board 
through their proposal.  
 
Chuck Morgan explained that they are constructing a new four-bedroom home, styled after 
1920’s architecture to blend into the existing neighborhood, which is located at the end of 
Brook Street and Ward Avenue.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the lot had a house that 
would be torn down or if this was a vacant lot.  Mr. Morgan said it is a vacant lot.  Chairman 
MacDonald told the Board members to turn to the elevations of the house on pages 5 and 6 
of the submission.  He asked Mr. Morgan if there was any material product submission.  Mr. 
Morgan said he had printed out what they are proposing for siding, roofing, windows as well 
as a detail of the front porch.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said the roofing is a typical GAF shingle.  He asked Mr. Morgan if he 
knew the color.  Mr. Morgan said it would be Timberline Weathered Wood.  Chairman 
MacDonald said the windows are double-hung and the elevation shows divided colonial 
windows.  Mr. Morgan said that was correct.  Chairman MacDonald asked if Mr. Morgan 
knew the color of the house.  Mr. Morgan said it would be in the beige family – cashmere.  
Chairman MacDonald pointed out that if the Morgans are not ready to tell the Board these 
details tonight, that was ok but they need to be known for approval.  He said they could be 
emailed to Patti Tipa once they are determined.  Mr. Morgan said they are about 80 to 90% 
there with those decisions. 
 
Josh Heinz asked if the railings would be wood.  Mr. Morgan indicated that they would be 
wood or an Azak product.  Chairman MacDonald asked if they are using Hardiboard for the 
siding.  Mr. Morgan said they would be using Maybeck for the shingles in the top gables and 
a Hardiplank artisan clap for the rest.  Chairman MacDonald asked if there would be any 
vinyl.  Mr. Morgan said no – it would be wood.  He is a builder by trade and this house is for 
him and his wife and two kids.  Josh Heinz asked if the front door would be as drawn with 
sidelights.  Mr. Morgan said he would be making the door as it is drawn.  He said it fits well 
with the architecture of the house.  Chairman MacDonald said there is a nice articulation on 
the side of the house – there is nice quality to it.   
 
Josh Heinz asked if there were profiles or sizing of details on the decorative brackets.  Mr. 
Morgan said not blown up but he could provide them.  Josh Heinz asked if there was any 
reason that there is not brick to grade on the foundation.  Mr. Morgan said there would be a 
3’ brick ledge to grade – a brick shelf on the foundation and they would grade up to the 
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brick.  Tatiana Olferiev pointed out the family room window has no grills on it.  Mr. Morgan 
said it is an open picture window that faces the woods.  
 
Ken Brettschneider asked if there would be wall lighting on the front of the house or would it 
be recessed.  Mr. Morgan said there would be a semi-mount at the front door and probably 
two recessed high hats in the beaded ceiling on the porch.  Ken Brettschneider asked about 
the side door.  Mr. Morgan said there would be a wall mount by the door.  Josh Heinz asked 
if the window in the gable was leaded glass or stained glass.  Mr. Morgan said it is just light 
cut.  Josh Heinz asked what would be the gutter profile.  Mr. Morgan indicated it would 
probably be half round galvanized.  Tatiana Olferiev asked if there would be lattice panels 
on the rear elevation.  Mr. Morgan said there would be.  Josh Heinz asked about the attic 
venting.  Mr. Morgan said he has a ridge vent.  Josh Heinz asked if there would be soffit 
vents to match.  Mr. Morgan said yes, there would be.  Tatiana Olferiev asked if there would 
be the same baluster design in front and rear.  Mr. Morgan said the front porch is more 
decorative and the rear is more of a deck and the design would be different.  Josh Heinz 
asked Mr. Morgan to supply a spindle profile for the front. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said to summarize – the applicants will provide a confirmation on t he 
materials and colors for the house, cut sheets on any visible light fixtures, a bracket detail 
and balustrade profiles, details on the gutter and downspouts and confirmation of the 
understanding that the brick will be to grade and there will be lattice under the back porch 
as well.   
 
MOTION: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the application for 21-27 Ward 
Avenue pending the submission of materials and colors, visible light fixtures, 
bracket details, balustrade profiles, gutters and downspouts, and confirmation of 
the understanding that the brick will be to grade and there will be lattice under 
the back porch.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
At this point in the meeting it was pointed out that two additional discussions have been put 
on the agenda at the last minute for necessary reviews. 
 
1.  Mount Kisco Historical Society – proposal of a sign 
 
Chairman MacDonald called the Mount Kisco Historical Society.  Village Trustee Jean Farber 
and Lori Kimsel from the Mount Kisco Historical Society appeared before the Board. Trustee 
Farber said they are both with the Historical Society and Lori has been spearheading 
cleaning up the St. George Cemetery, which is located on Village property.  The Historical 
Society would like to erect a permanent sign to identify this site.  The proposal went before 
the Town Board for approval and the Mayor asked that they appear before the ARB for their 
blessing as well.   
 
Lori Kimsel explained they are trying to get the cemetery more noticed through the 
restoration of stones.  The only sign that is there at the cemetery is a granite monument 
that you have to walk up to the monument to read it.  They are proposing 2” cast iron posts 
that will stand 5 feet high and hold a 25” wide by 14” high sign.  The sign is a subtle 
traditional sign that will be set perpendicular to the road.  Trustee Farber said she had 
reviewed the sign for compliance with Patti Tipa and it is compliant to the Village’s sign law 
in terms of dimensions. 
 
Andrea Eisenberg asked if they considered a color as opposed to a white sign.  Lori Kimsel 
said the white sign is more appropriate and in keeping with the other towns around Mount 
Kisco.  She said the Friends of Bedford Burying Groups have standardized this sign for all of 
their cemeteries and New Castle is also using a similar sign.  She said they would like to 
maintain some continuity in the area for people who like to go to these types of sites.  
Trustee Farber said this cemetery was used from 1761 to 1940.  The sign will have the full 
wording and be easy to read.  Chairman MacDonald asked if they are proposing any 
lighting.  Lori Kimsel said they are not.  Andrea Eisenberg said it is great what they are 
doing and it’s too back that the area can’t be more beautified.  Lori Kimsel said they have a 
member, Andre, who has been doing some plantings in the cemetery and she is hoping to 
have him create a planting area around the sign.  They also have a wrought iron gate that is 
currently propped against a tree.  They have gotten an offer to have the gate repairs and 
restored and they hope to use it as a landscape feature somewhere in the cemetery.  
Trustee Farber said they have found artifacts dating back to Washington’s times.  Lori 
Kimsel said this is a significant site and important to Mount Kisco and they want to continue 
having the cemetery as a source of pride for the Village. 
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MOTION:   
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the sign as submitted.  Andrea 
Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All Ayes. 
 
2.  Vincent Palaia – 126 Manchester Drive  
 
Mr. Palaia is back before the Board for approval for emergency changes to his approved 
house design.  Chairman MacDonald asked what happened.  Assistant Building Inspector, 
Rob Melillo explained that Mr. Palaia was digging for his foundation, permits had been 
issued and we were out at the site when we found a problem with the driveway percent 
grade what was not reflected correctly on the plan.  He said he missed it; the Village 
Engineer missed it, as well as Mr. Palaia’s architect and engineer and the Village would be 
forced to stop the construction on the house, which would delay the construction of the 
house by 3 or 4 months.  Mr. Melillo said they made a quick field change where the 
driveway that was originally underneath the house was brought up to the first level and 
filled in the front of the property.  We took the mass of the house down a bit and now the 
house is more at street level.  The garage has been raised up from the basement to the first 
floor, which takes a 3-story structure to a 2-story structure.  Mr. Melillo said he measured 
from the curb to the garage which was 35’ and there was a 7’ drop, which was a 20% 
grade.  You would have slid into the house from the street.   He said this was a quick fix to 
the problem. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the slope at the side of the house is pretty severe now.  There is 
a new retaining wall and the slope is a foot lower.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if there needs to 
be a barrier or railing on the wall.  Mr. Melillo said the Village only allows a 6’ retaining wall 
by Code.  By adding a fence to the top of the wall, Mr. Palaia would need a variance unless 
he stepped the fence back from the wall.  Mr. Palaia said his architect suggested hedges 
there.  Andrea Eisenberg said that would not stop a fall.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked Mr. Palaia if he was losing a lot by doing this.  Mr. Palaia said he 
really didn’t like the garage in the basement but they had gone so far in the process, he 
didn’t want to make changes.  He said they will be adding steel and decking and make a 
basement downstairs, even if unfinished for now.   Mr. Melillo added that this is a better 
design all around, taking the third story down to two stories. 
 
Andrea Eisenberg asked if there is still a bit of stone around the garage.  Mr. Palaia said yes 
and on the front of the house.  Josh Heinz asked if Mr. Palaia was just pushing the stone 
façade up.  Mr. Palaia said the basement grade is being moved up.  Chairman MacDonald 
pointed out that all the walls have stone cladding and the Board would want the same look 
on the retaining wall.  Ken Brettschneider pointed out there should be some lighting on the 
garage doors to point out the slope.  Mr. Palaia said there are still several feet to the house 
past the garage and there will be 3 or 4 feet of grass sloping down to the wall.  There is a 
mudroom door to the left of the garage door so there is more house there before the wall. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Josh Heinz made a motion to approve the changes as proposed for 126 Manchester 
Drive.  Chairman MacDonald seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
None 
 
Minutes: 
 
October 15,  2014 
 
Tatiana Olferiev made a motion to accept the minutes of October 15, 2014.  
Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


